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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, UK 

SUBJECT: CONSERVATIVES RETAIN BY-ELECTION SEAT EASILY 

REF: LONDON 17828 

1 . CONSERVATIVE CANDIEATE ROZERT HODES JAMES, A FTMER 
CLERK IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS AND UN OFFICIAL, DECEMBER 
2 RETAINED HIS PARTY'S CAMBRIDGE SEAT, INCREASING THE 
MARGIN OVER THE SECOND PLACE LABOR CANDIDATE. ON A LOW / 
VOTER TURNTUT (52 PERCENT), RHODES JAMES MOVED THE 
VICTORY EDGE FROM 2,800 TO 9,600 VOTES, WHICH REPRESENTED 
A SWING OF SLIGHTLY LESS THAN TEN PERCENT TO THE TORIES. 
THE SHIFT AWAY FROM LABOR WAS JUST OVER 10 PERCENT. 

WHICH IS AT THE LOWER END OF THE RANGE OF CHANGES IN 
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CANDIDATE, RUNNING IN THE CONSTITUENCY FOR THE FIFTH 
TIME, WAS ABLE TO HOLD EROSION IN THE LIBERAL VOTE TO 
ABOUT 4 PERCENT, FAR LESS THAN WOULD HAVE BEEN EXPECTED 
ON THE BASIS OF POLL DATA. (THE LIBERAL VOTE DROPPED 
FROM 21 TO 17 PERCENT OF THE TOTEL.) THREE MINOR 
CANDIDATES - AN INDEPENDENT CONSERVATIVE, A NATIONAL 
FRONTER AND AN UNDERGRADUATE CARRYING THE "SCIENCE 
FICTION LOONEY" LABEL - SOAKED UP 4.5 PERCENT OF THE 
POLL BETWEEN THEM (THERE WERE NO FRINGE CANDIDATES AT 
THE LAST GENERAL ELECTION). 

2. COMMENT. THE OUTCOME FOLLOWED FORM, AND WILL RETURN 
THE GOVERNMENT'S WORKING MAJORITY IN COMMONS TO A SINGLE 
SEAT. THE SWING TO THE CONSERVATIVES, IN A TRADITIONALLY 
TORY SEAT, WAS SUBSTANTIALLY LESS THAN THE 15.9 AND 17.2 
PERCENT SHIFTS IN THEIR FAVOR REGISTERED IN THE RECENT 
WORKINGTON AND WALSALL NORTH BY-ELECTIONS (REFTEL). 

FROM THE GOVERNMENT S STANDPOINT, THE CAMBRIDGE RESULTS 
SUGGEST THAT THE LARGER SWINGS AWAY FROM LABOR IN THE 
WALSALL NORTH AND NEWCASTLE BY-ELECTIONS (27 AND 24 
PERCENT, RESPECTIVELY) WERE LARGELY DUE TO CIRCUMSTANCES 
PECULIAR TO THOSE CONSTITUENCIES. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
THE "NORMAL" BY-ELECTION SWING OF 5 TO 6 PERCENT AGAINST 
THE GOVERNING PARTY AND THE LOW TURNOUT, LABOR IS 
ENTITLED TO FEEL SOME RELIEF. WITH THREE MORE BY ELEC- 
TIONS IN THE OFFING - TWO OF THEM IN ’"SAFE"" LABOR 
CONSTITUENCIES - WE WILL SEE WHETHER CAMBRIDGE IS IN 
FACT MORE TYPICAL THAN WALSALL NORTH AND NEWCASTLE. THE 
LIBERALS, LIKE THE LABORITES, COULD FIND SOME SOLACEIN 
THEIR SHOWING. 
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